
CLEARMETHODIQ

ClearMethodIQ  |  Humility in learning is genius.

CLEARMETHODIQ

Make Your Own Poster
with AI
A Beginner's Step-by-Step Guide Using ChatGPT
From your first idea to a poster that is ready to review, finish and print.

You do not need to be a graphic designer.
This guide assumes you have never made a poster with AI before. It walks you through the entire 
process in plain language: developing the idea, choosing a style, prompting ChatGPT, making revisions, 
checking print space, checking image quality, avoiding common AI mistakes, understanding copyright 
basics, and deciding when to use a designer.

The goal is not to master design software.

The goal is to turn your idea into something people can see, understand and use.

Humility in learning is genius.
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Table of Contents
Work through the steps in order the first time. Once you get comfortable, you can jump directly to the 
section you need.

1. Start With One Clear Idea
Decide what the poster should communicate.

9. Ask ChatGPT to Analyze Its Work
Have AI inspect the revision before you keep editing.

2. Tell ChatGPT Who the Poster Is For
Match the words and visuals to the audience.

10. Understand Safe Space and Bleed
Keep important content safe and learn the print terms.

3. Choose Your Style
Show ChatGPT the visual direction you want.

11. Look for AI Mistakes
Inspect words, hands, objects, people and consistency.

4. Build Your First Prompt
Combine message, audience, style and limits.

12. Check Image Quality
Make sure the file can hold up when printed larger.

5. Choose Poster Shape and Size
Pick proportions early so the layout fits the final size.

13. Know When to Stop Regenerating
Save good versions and avoid losing a strong design.

6. Make the First Version
Treat the first image as a draft, not the finish line.

14. Use Content You Have the Right to Use
Understand style references, copyright and trademarks.

7. Look at the Whole Poster
Check the big idea before fixing tiny details.

15. Use a Graphic Designer if Needed
Let a designer handle stubborn or technical fixes.

8. Make Changes Carefully
Change one thing at a time and say what should stay.

16. Do One Final Check Before Printing
Review the finished file before you spend money.
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1. Start With One Clear Idea
Before you ask ChatGPT to make an image, decide what the poster is actually supposed to do. A poster has 
limited space. If you try to make it teach five different lessons at once, the result can become crowded, 
wordy and difficult to understand.

Ask yourself one question
What is the ONE thing I want someone to understand, feel or do after seeing this poster?

Start with the message - not the decoration

Do not begin by worrying about colors, fonts, characters or backgrounds. Those choices matter later. First, 
give the poster one clear job.

Too broad
“Make a poster about asking questions, learning, confusion, curiosity, studying and not being 
embarrassed.”

There are several different messages competing for attention.

Better
“I want a poster that teaches students that asking a question when they are confused is a good thing.”

Now ChatGPT has one clear job.

You do not need the perfect headline before you begin. You can ask ChatGPT to help you turn a rough 
thought into a short poster message.

TRY THIS PROMPT

I want to make a poster for students. My basic idea is that people sometimes pretend they understand 
because they are embarrassed to admit they are confused. Help me turn that into one short, clear poster 
message.

Beginner tip
Spend a few minutes developing the message before generating the image. It is much easier to change 
one sentence now than to rebuild an entire poster later.

2. Tell ChatGPT Who the Poster Is For
The same message can need a completely different design depending on who will see it. Tell ChatGPT the 
audience so it does not have to guess how difficult the words should be, what type of person to show, or 
how serious the design should feel.
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 Young children
 Teenagers
 College students
 Teachers
 Employees
 Managers
 Customers
 Entrepreneurs
 The general public

TRY THIS PROMPT

This poster is for children ages 7-12. Use easy words, friendly characters and a fun visual that children 
can understand quickly.

TRY THIS PROMPT

This poster is for adults in the workplace. Make it professional, positive and easy to understand within a 
few seconds.

Audience can change the vocabulary, amount of text, characters, humor, colors and overall tone. The 
more ChatGPT knows about who the poster is for, the less it has to guess.

3. Choose Your Style
Style means the overall look and feel of the poster. This is one of the most important parts of prompting 
because two posters with the exact same message can look completely different.

 Cartoon
 Realistic
 Cartoon-realistic
 Funny
 Serious
 Professional
 Colorful
 Minimal
 Classroom style
 Vintage
 Modern
 Infographic style
 Illustrated
 Mostly words with one strong image

You do not need design vocabulary
If you cannot name the style you want, show ChatGPT an example. Upload a poster or design whose 
overall look you like and explain what parts of it appeal to you.
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TRY THIS PROMPT

I like the style of this poster. Use it as a style reference for my new poster. Do not copy the poster itself. My 
poster will have a different message and different artwork, but I want a similar overall visual feel.

Be specific about what you like. For example, maybe it is not the entire design. Maybe you only like the 
large headline, the white space, the simple illustration, the limited number of colors or the way the poster 
feels friendly without looking childish.

TRY THIS PROMPT

I like the large headline, simple illustration, generous white space and the way this poster only uses a few 
colors. Those are the parts of the style I want to carry into my new poster.

Reference does not mean copy
Use another poster to communicate visual direction, not to reproduce someone else's artwork, logo, 
characters, wording or exact layout. Copyright and trademark basics are covered later in this guide.

4. Build Your First Prompt
You do not need a complicated formula. A useful first prompt simply answers the questions a designer 
would ask you.

Question Example Answer

What is it? A vertical educational poster.

Who is it for? Students ages 13-17.

What is the message? It is okay to admit when you do not understand.

What should it look like? Clean, modern cartoon-realism with very little text.

What should it avoid? Crowding, tiny words, strange hands and 
important objects near the edges.

TRY THIS PROMPT

Create a vertical educational poster for students ages 13-17.

The main message is: “It's okay to not know.”

Show a student confidently asking a question in class.

Use a clean, modern cartoon-realistic style. Keep the design positive rather than making the student look 
embarrassed or sad.
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Use very little text. Make the main message easy to read from across a room.

Leave plenty of empty print-safe space around all four sides. Do not put important words, faces, hands, 
logos or other important details close to an edge.

Plain language is fine
You do not need special “AI vocabulary.” Explain what you want clearly, as though you were 
describing the job to a human designer.

5. Choose Your Poster Shape and Size
This is something beginners often discover too late: poster sizes do not all have the same shape. If you 
design for one shape and later switch to another, parts of the design may have to move or be cropped.

Common poster sizes

Size Shape Where It Often Works Beginner Note

11 x 17 about 2:3 Smaller classroom walls, 
bulletin boards, notices

Easy to print locally and 
useful where wall space 
is limited.

12 x 18 2:3 Medium classroom 
posters and smaller wall 
spaces

A practical medium size 
that keeps the same 
shape as 24 x 36.

18 x 24 3:4 Larger classroom, 
hallway or general-
purpose display

A common display size, 
but it has a different 
shape from 12 x 18 and 
24 x 36.

24 x 36 2:3 Large walls, entrances, 
hallways or viewing 
from farther away

A strong large-format 
option. It can scale down 
proportionally to 12 x 
18.

For schools, there is no single “correct” poster size. The right choice depends on the room, viewing 
distance, available wall space and how much information the poster contains. Smaller posters are often 
useful for classrooms and bulletin boards; larger posters are better when people need to see them from 
farther away.

Important shape shortcut
12 x 18 and 24 x 36 are both 2:3, so they scale between each other cleanly. 18 x 24 is 3:4, so changing 
from a finished 2:3 design to 18 x 24 may require a layout adjustment.
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TRY THIS PROMPT

For an 18 x 24 poster: Make this a vertical 3:4 poster.

TRY THIS PROMPT

For a 12 x 18 or 24 x 36 poster: Make this a vertical 2:3 poster.

You do not need to learn the math
Just decide which shape you want before you spend a lot of time perfecting the design.

6. Make Your First Version
Now let ChatGPT make the first image. Think of Version 1 as a draft. The goal of the first version is to see 
whether the concept works, not to prove that every detail is finished.

Check the big things first

 Do I like the basic idea?
 Does the main message come across quickly?
 Do I like the style?
 Does the picture support the message?
 Is it too busy?
 Is there too much writing?
 Is the headline easy to notice?

If the basic concept is wrong, fix that before worrying about tiny details. There is little value in perfecting 
a hand if you are eventually going to replace the entire scene.

7. Look at the Whole Poster Before Changing Anything
It is easy to notice one strange hand and immediately ask for a repair. But the hand may not be the biggest 
problem. The poster might be attractive while still failing to communicate the main idea.

TRY THIS PROMPT

Analyze this poster before changing anything. What is working well? What could confuse the viewer? Is 
the main message immediately clear?

Use the answer as a second opinion. You still decide what matters. The point is to slow down long enough 
to look at the entire design before starting another generation.

A useful rule
Analyze first. Edit second.
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8. Make Changes Carefully
When you find something you want changed, tell ChatGPT exactly what the problem is. “Make it better” 
leaves too much room for guessing.

TRY THIS PROMPT

I like this version. Keep the overall design. Make the headline larger.

TRY THIS PROMPT

The character looks too sad. Make her look confident and curious instead.

TRY THIS PROMPT

There is too much happening at the bottom. Simplify that area.

Tell ChatGPT what should stay the same

This is one of the most useful habits in AI image editing. If most of the poster is already right, say so.

TRY THIS PROMPT

Keep the same character, clothing, background, headline and overall layout. Only change her facial 
expression.

AI can still change something you did not ask it to change. That is normal enough that you should inspect 
every important revision.

9. Ask ChatGPT to Analyze What It Just Made
Do not only use ChatGPT to create. Use it to inspect. After an important revision, have it compare what you 
asked for with what it actually produced.

TRY THIS PROMPT

Analyze the image you just made. Do not change anything yet.

TRY THIS PROMPT

Did you make all the changes I requested? Did anything else accidentally change?

TRY THIS PROMPT

Check every word, hands, fingers, faces, duplicated objects, strange objects, spacing, alignment and the 
print-safe area around all four sides.

Why this matters
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AI can fix Problem A while accidentally creating Problem B. Inspection helps you catch Problem B 
before you make several more edits on top of it.

10. Understand Safe Space and Bleed
These two printing terms are often confused. They are not the same thing.

Safe space

Safe space is the breathing room inside your poster. Important content should stay comfortably away 
from the final cut edge. That includes headlines, faces, hands, logos, website addresses, QR codes and 
anything else you cannot afford to lose.

TRY THIS PROMPT

Leave generous empty safe space around ALL FOUR SIDES: top, bottom, left and right. Keep important 
text, faces, hands, logos and other critical details well away from the edges.

Do not mention safe space only once. As you revise an AI image repeatedly, important elements can slowly 
drift toward an edge. The bottom deserves extra attention because footers, websites and logos often creep 
downward.

Bleed

Bleed is extra artwork that extends beyond the final trim line. A professional printer can trim through that 
extra area so a poster with edge-to-edge artwork does not accidentally end up with a thin white strip along 
the edge.

Simple way to remember it
SAFE SPACE = keep important things safely inside the cut.

BLEED = extra artwork outside the cut for trimming.

Different printers can require different amounts of bleed, and some products may not require it at all. Do 
not guess. Check the printer's current file specifications or ask your designer to prepare the final file.

A useful starting point - not a universal printer rule
Many professional print products use about 0.125 inch of bleed beyond the trim edge. For important 
text, logos, URLs, QR codes and faces, leaving roughly 0.5 inch of comfortable safe space inside the trim 
is a beginner-friendly target. Your printer's template always wins if its requirements are different.

When you are creating the artwork with AI, the most important beginner habit is generous breathing 
room. Exact bleed can be added during final print preparation if the printer requires it.
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11. Look for AI Mistakes
Zoom in. AI-generated artwork can look excellent at a glance while containing a small mistake that 
becomes obvious once it is printed.

Check What to Look For

Words Check spelling, punctuation, numbers, names and 
repeated or missing words.

Hands Look for extra fingers, missing fingers, extra hands 
or unnatural grips.

Arms and legs Make sure they connect naturally and are not 
duplicated or distorted.

Faces Make sure expressions and facial features did not 
change unexpectedly after a revision.

Objects Look for mystery objects, impossible shapes or 
things that do not belong in the scene.

Duplicates Watch for two microphones, two phones, extra 
chairs, duplicate signs or repeated background 
objects.

People Make sure the same person did not suddenly 
change clothing, hair or appearance between 
panels.

Background Check that important background elements 
remained consistent if you asked them to stay.

Branding Check logos, URLs and brand names carefully. AI 
often struggles with exact logos and small text.

Edges Make sure nothing important has drifted too close 
to any edge.

Your instructions Compare the latest image to what you actually 
requested. Do not assume every change happened.

Do not trust small text automatically
If a poster contains important wording, read every word yourself. AI can produce convincing-looking 
text that is still misspelled or altered.
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12. Check Image Quality
A poster is usually printed much larger than it appears on a phone screen. A file that looks sharp on a 
small display can become soft or pixelated when enlarged.

TRY THIS PROMPT

Is this image still high enough resolution for the poster size I plan to print?

If necessary, ask ChatGPT or another image tool to upscale or improve the image resolution. Then inspect 
the poster again. Upscaling can improve size and sharpness, but it does not excuse you from checking the 
words, faces, hands and small details.

Do not print from a screenshot
Download and save the original generated or upscaled image file. Screenshots, social-media previews 
and images copied from a messaging app may be compressed or smaller than the original.

300 DPI Is Helpful - But It Is Not the Whole Story

DPI means dots per inch, but the DPI number by itself does not tell you whether an image will print 
sharply. What really matters is whether the file contains enough PIXELS for the physical size you want to 
print. A small image can be labeled “300 DPI” and still look blurry when enlarged because there are not 
enough pixels in the file.

300 DPI is a target, not a magic switch
300 DPI is a common high-quality print target, but simply changing a DPI setting does not create 
missing image detail. If the pixel dimensions are too small for the intended poster size, the image may 
still look soft or pixelated. The safest approach is to check the actual pixel dimensions at the size you 
plan to print, upscale when needed, and follow the printer’s current file requirements.

The simple rule:

Do not ask only, “Is this 300 DPI?” Ask, “Does this file have enough pixels for the exact size I want to 
print?” That is the question that matters more.

TRY THIS PROMPT - CHECK BEFORE UPSCALING

I want to print this image at 24 x 36 inches. Check the image’s pixel dimensions. Estimate the effective 
DPI at that print size and tell me whether it is likely to look sharp, whether it should be upscaled, and 
what pixel dimensions I should aim for. Do not change the image yet.

TRY THIS PROMPT - UPSCALE WITHOUT REDESIGNING

Can you upscale this image for a 24 x 36 inch poster while keeping the exact design, proportions, text, 
colors, characters and composition unchanged? Do not redesign it. Afterward, tell me the final pixel 
dimensions and whether those dimensions are sufficient for a sharp 24 x 36 print.
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Have a lot of posters to correct?

For a large batch, fixing every image one at a time can take much longer than the original design work. 
A practical option is a Fiverr batch-correction gig that handles pixelation/resolution and correct 
proportions for many files at once. The batch option you identified offers correction for up to 200 
images for about $14. Pricing and gig terms can change, so check the current listing before ordering.

Beginner tip: Before sending a full batch, send one or two sample posters first. Confirm that the seller 
preserves the artwork, spelling, proportions and requested poster sizes before processing the rest.

Think of it this way: print size + pixel dimensions work together. For a true 300-DPI file, a 12 x 18 poster 
would be about 3600 x 5400 pixels, an 18 x 24 poster about 5400 x 7200 pixels, and a 24 x 36 poster about 
7200 x 10800 pixels. You do not have to memorize these numbers. Use them as a reference, then ask 
ChatGPT, a designer, or your printer to check the actual file.

File format
Printers commonly accept formats such as PDF, JPG or PNG, but accepted formats vary. For a 
professionally prepared final poster, a print-ready PDF is often convenient because dimensions and 
layout can be locked in. Always use the format requested by the printer you choose.

13. Know When to Stop Regenerating
Repeated AI revisions can become a loop. You may love the poster except for one hand. AI fixes the hand 
but changes the face. You fix the face and a word changes. You fix the word and the whole illustration 
becomes different.

Save the version you love
Do not assume the next version will automatically be better. Save good versions as you go so you can 
return to them.

If the poster is already strong and one small problem keeps returning, a designer may be able to fix that 
single issue faster than another ten AI generations.

Stopping is not giving up. It is recognizing when the best next tool is no longer another regeneration.

14. Use Content You Have the Right to Use
Finding something online does not automatically mean you are free to place it in your poster. This matters 
even more if you plan to sell, distribute or widely publish the poster.

Be careful with outside material

 Photographs you find online
 Illustrations and artwork
 Movie, television, game or cartoon characters
 Company logos and branded characters
 Other people's poster designs



CLEARMETHODIQ

ClearMethodIQ  |  Humility in learning is genius.

 Long passages of copyrighted text
 Fonts, icons or stock graphics that have license restrictions
 Trademarks, slogans and brand names used in ways that could suggest sponsorship or affiliation

Using a style reference

Showing ChatGPT a poster because you like its overall feel can be useful. The safer goal is inspiration from 
general design qualities, not reproduction of the original creative work.

TRY THIS PROMPT

I like the clean layout, large headline, limited colors and simple illustrated feel of this poster. Use those 
general qualities as inspiration, but create new artwork, a different composition and a different message.

Avoid “copy this exactly”
Do not ask AI to reproduce another creator's poster, illustration, copyrighted character, logo or 
distinctive artwork just so you can change the words. A reference should help communicate direction, 
not become a shortcut for copying.

What if you want to use a photo, logo or other asset?

Check where it came from and what permission or license applies. “Royalty-free” does not necessarily 
mean “free for every use.” A stock site, font marketplace or image library may have rules about 
commercial use, redistribution, attribution or merchandise.

If you are making something for a business, selling the poster, distributing it widely or using another 
organization's branding, take extra care. When the rights are unclear, use original material, properly 
licensed material, public-domain material, or get permission from the rights holder.

This guide is not legal advice
Copyright and trademark rules can depend on the specific material and how you use it. If a 
commercial project depends on a questionable asset, get qualified legal advice instead of guessing.

15. Use a Graphic Designer if Needed
Using AI does not mean you can never use a designer. In many cases the best workflow is AI first, then a 
human designer for the parts AI struggles with.

ChatGPT can help with

 Developing the idea
 Shortening the message
 Choosing a visual direction
 Creating a first layout
 Generating artwork
 Trying variations
 Reviewing and analyzing revisions
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A designer can help with

 Fixing stubborn spelling problems
 Repairing hands or small artwork issues
 Rebuilding logos or exact typography correctly
 Setting exact physical dimensions
 Adding printer-specific bleed
 Preparing a print-ready PDF
 Checking image quality and color
 Making small corrections without rebuilding the entire poster
This can be more efficient than asking a designer to invent everything from the beginning. You can bring 
them a concept that is already close to what you want.

Need help finishing your poster? View ClearMethodIQ Graphic Design Options

16. Do One Final Check Before Printing
Do not order a stack of posters and then discover a spelling mistake, clipped footer or bad hand. Before 
paying for printing, perform one deliberate final inspection.

TRY THIS PROMPT

Analyze this final poster for printing. Do not change it. Check spelling, readability, image quality, hands, 
faces, duplicated objects, alignment, safe space on all four sides, and whether anything important could 
be cut off. Also check whether all of my requested revisions are actually present.

Then inspect it yourself. AI can help you review the file, but it should not replace your own final check.

Before You Print Checklist

  Correct poster size and shape selected☐

  Every word, number, name and date checked☐

  Headline readable at the intended viewing distance☐

  Hands, faces, arms and legs checked☐

  No strange or duplicated objects☐

  Consistent characters and backgrounds where needed☐

  Important content safely away from all four edges☐

  Image quality high enough for the intended print size☐

  Printer's current file requirements checked☐

  Bleed added if that printer/product requires it☐

  QR code tested if the poster includes one☐

  Outside images, logos, fonts and artwork cleared for your intended use☐

  Final approved version saved before ordering☐

https://clearmethodiq.com/graphic-design-options/
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Ready to compare printing choices? ClearMethodIQ Print Options

Your Poster Is Ready. What's Next?
Once you are happy with the design, you have two practical next steps: finish any technical design work 
that remains, then choose how you want to print it.

Ready to print?
Compare options for printing at home, picking 
up locally, or ordering printing online.

View ClearMethodIQ Print Options ->

https://clearmethodiq.com/print-options/

Need a designer?
Find help with artwork, spelling, sizing, bleed, 
pixelation, proportions, or final print 
preparation.

View ClearMethodIQ Graphic Design Options ->

https://clearmethodiq.com/graphic-design-options/

The Simple Formula

IDEA -> AUDIENCE -> STYLE -> PROMPT -> CREATE -> LOOK -> REVISE -> ANALYZE -> 
UPSCALE -> CHECK -> PRINT
You do not have to master everything at once. Work through the poster one decision at a time.

One Last Thing
AI poster creation takes some trial and error. Your first version probably will not be perfect. That is 
normal. Keep the versions you like, make changes carefully, check the AI's work, and use a designer when 
one stubborn problem is not worth another ten generations.

The goal is not to become a graphic designer. The goal is to turn your idea into 
something people can see, understand and use.

Humility in learning is genius.

ClearMethodIQ - Make Your Own Poster with AI

https://clearmethodiq.com/print-options/
https://clearmethodiq.com/graphic-design-options/
https://clearmethodiq.com/print-options/
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